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Chapter 1

s & b AU
~ ALLAH

SUBHANAHU WA TA‘ALA

Allah Subhanahu Wa Ta‘ala is our Creator and Master. We
are Allah’s servants. Allah created us to worship Him: Salah is a
prescribed manner of worshiping Allah. Allah sent Prophet
Mohammad" to guide us. Prophet Mohammad® taught us how
to perform Salah. |

In Islam, Muslim are
required to perform Salah five
times everyday. These are called
five daily Fard Salawat. Every
Fard Salah has its own
prescribed time.

~ While performing Salah,
Muslims face the ka‘bah. The . . zu
Ka‘bah is the House of Allah, —&»=%
The Ka‘bah is located in
Makkah, Arabia, All the -f#k+7d
Muslims of the world face ; ‘
ka‘bah while performing their
Salawat.
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Chapter 2

‘ THE SToi{Y or ADHAN

Before Prophet Mohammad® migrated to the city of Madinah -
in 622 C.E., Muslims were very small in number. They used to guess
the time for the Fard Salah and offer their Salah together. Soon after
the migration (Hijrah) of Prophet Mohammad®, a large number of
people began to accept Islam. The number of Muslim started
increasing and the Muslim community started growing in Madina.
‘The question now washow to gather all the Muslims to gether for the

. F ard Salawat. Some people proposed the use of a bell like Christian;

- others suggested a trumpet like the horn used by the Jews.

‘Abdullah Ibn Zayd al-Ansari®, one of the companions of
" Prophet Mohammad® saw in his- true dream a person callin
Muslims to the Salah. At the same time, ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab'
independently came up with. the idea that a man should call the
people to the Salah. When this proposal was presented to Prophét
- Mohammad®, hess) established the system of Adhan. The Prophet

‘Mohammad® taught the wordings and method of Adhan to Bilal Tbn
~ Rabab™ and ibn Umm Maktim®™. Other companions of the
" Prophet®™ also learned thé method of calling the Adhan. From then
on, The Adhan became - the distinctive featire of the Muslim
community. Muslims all over the world call Adhan in their -
respective communities to invite Muslims for performing the Fard
Salawat. i



Chapter 3

OI3U
ADHAN

Adhan is a call to the Fard
Szlah. Adhan is called to invite
the Muslims of the community
to each Fard Salah at its
prescribed time. It is essential to
call the Adhan for all five daily
Fard Salawat and the weekly

Salat-ul-Jumuah at their

respective prescribed timings.
Adhan is not called for Salut-ul-
‘Idayn, Slat-ul-Janaza, "'Sum}ah
Saldh, Nafl Saldh and Wajib
Salah.

Adhan is an announcement
made by a Mu’adh-dhin by using
certain prescrlbed Kalimat

“(phrases).

Adhan is called only in the
Arabic language with fifteen
prescribed Kalimat as taught by
the Prophet Muhammd®. -
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Kalimat ¢*Adhan
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Transliteration
Allahu Akbar

- Allahu Akbar

Allzghu Akbar

- AllahuAkbar

Ashhadu
Alla-ilahaillallah

- Ashhadu

Alla-ilaha illallah

Ashhadu anna
Muhaminadarrasiilullgh

Ashhadu anna
Muhammadar rastiluliah

Hayya ‘alas-Salah
Hayya ‘alas-Salah

. Hayya ‘alal-Falah
Hayya ‘alal-Falah

%

" Alldhu Akbar

AllahuAkbar
Lailahaillal 1ah

KALIMAT OF ADHAN

English Meaning
Allah isthe Greatest
Allah isthe Greatest
AIiah isthe Greatest
Allah is the Greatest

| bear witness that
there is no god but
Allah

I bear witness that
there is no god but
Allah

[ bear witness that
Muhammad isAllah’s
messenger

[ bear witness that
Muhammad isAllah’s
messenger

Rush to the prayer
Rush to the prayer
Rushto the success

Rush to the success

Allah is the Greatest
Allahisthe Greatest

There isno god but
Allah



* In the adhdn of Fajr Salah the follwing two kalimat (Phrases) are added after
- “Hayya ‘alal Falah™. Thus the adhan for Fajr Saldh consists of 17 Kahmat - ‘

Kalimat of Adban Transliteration - English Meaning

, S Ga b gl  AssalatuKhairum - The Salahis better
‘minan naum R »thansleep
ot e 8 skl AssalatuKhairum - The Salahlsbettel B

minan naum than sleep

During rain, snow, or adverse
weather conditions, Muslims are
permltted to pray their Fard
Salawat in their homes. They do not
hav= to go to the masjid in order to
pray together. On very cold and
rainy nights, Prophet Muhammad®
used to order the Mu’adh- dhm to
call aloud:

«Assalatufirripal? - Qe @ekal ot
Kalimat of Adhan Transliteration English Meaning

Jo Sk Assalatu fir rihal Pray in your homes

cod
R
-



Chapter 5

MU ADH-DHIN

~ The Muw’adh-dhin is a person
who calls the Adhan. The Mu’adh-dhin \) X
has to be a male Muslim. He should %

have a minimum knowledge of the C 5 ,_f LAY
wordings, method and timings of /\9

Adhian and Igamah. He should
possibly be gifted with a loud voice.
He should have good moral character.

Prophet Muhammad® bestowed a great honor on the Mu’adh-
" dhin when he® said:

“The people to enter Paradise next
after the Prophets and the martyrs
-will be the Mu’adh-dhin.”

(Noble Hadith)

Children are encouraged to learn and call Adhan.



Chapter 6

METHOD OF CALLING
ADHAN

Adhan is called by a Mu’adh-dhin
© . whenitistime fora particular Fard Salah. The
g Muadh-dhin calls the Adhan in a standing
<~ position facing towards ka‘bah. The body
%L posture of the Mu’adh-dhin should face
Ka‘bah all the time while calling the Adhan.
However, he is required to turn his face to the
right while calling “Hayya ‘alas Salah” and to
the left while calling “Hayya” alal Falah”.

While calling the Adhan it is commendable but not necessary to
raise both hands to the ears or insert the index fingers into the cavities of
the ear.

The Adhan is called in a loud and clear voice. The Mu’adh-dhin
calls Adhan from outside the premises of the Masjid. He calls
_the Adhan from a minaret, or any high place, or
from the court-yard of the Masjid. The
objective is to have Adhan heard by a maximum
number of people in a neighborhood. The
Adhan is called at an unhurried pace with /&%
pauses so that the listeners can respond ¢
accordingly. -

"The Adhan is called twice for Salat-ul-
Jumuah. The first Adhan is called from outside
the Masjid as usual. The second Adhan is called
from inside the Masjid in front of the Mimbar

(pulpit) when the Imam stands on'it to deliver
PRI T R A N




Chaptér 7

RESPONDING TO THE
ADHAN

It is obligatory on the Muslim to respond to Adhan as they listen to
it. Muslims, whether male or female, whether in a clean or unclean state,
should respond to Adhan with attention and reverence.

When the Mu’adh-dhin starts calling the Adhan, the Muslim
listeners in the neighbourhood should start responding to the call in two
ways: |

1) by deeds

2) by words

Responding to the Adhan by deeds involves stopping the worldly
business and rushing for the preparation of performing the Saldh for
which the Adhan is being called. During the course of Adhan, the
listeners should neither greet others nor respond to the greetings of
others. If one is reading the Qur’an, he must stop the recitation while the
Adhan is being called. ‘

Responding to the Adh@n by words involves repeating silently the
Kalimat of the Adhan. However, when the Mu’adh-dhin says:

“Hayya ’alas Salah” and “Hayya ’alal Falah”, the listeners
should say:

“La haula wa la quwwata illa billah” a4 U} 38y ‘_’j}:;':l
Arabic Kalimat Transliteration English Meaning
Lahaula wala There is no move or

sl Ola g3 Y quwwatailla billah Power Except by

- ' Allah.



In case of Fajr salah when the Mu’adh-dhin says “Assalatu
khayrum minan naum,” the listners should say: _

3
, T A P -

“Sadaqtawabararta.” Iy
Arabic Kalimat Transliteration English Meaning
&)pyddis Sadaqta wa bararta You have uttered the
' truth and counselled
rightly

| Adhan should not be responded in the following instances:

1) While offering Salah.
2) .While one is taking meals.
. 3) While listnening to aFriday Khutbah or any other
4) While giving orreceiving Islamic (religious) education or
instruction.
5) While one is in the bathroom.




Chapter 8

'DU‘A AFTER ADHAN

On completion of the call of Adhan, Muslim listeners
mcludmg the Mu’adh-dhin recite the following Du‘a. Prophet
Muhammad® recommended Muslims to make this Du‘a after
Adhan:

The Du‘iﬁl after Adhan is as follows: .

8300 ads &3 A Allahumma Rabba O’ Allah, Lord of the most
24o01e ""J Hadhihd-da‘ watit perfect call, and of the
§ ghdty as A% tammati was-Salatil prayer which is to be’
A5 oot aasTall qa’ imati’ ati .established. Grant to
ir a2 :_ L - Muhammada Muhammad the favour of
At E‘-L“JJ‘ _ nil wasilata wal nearness (unto You) and
Vs dagy fadilata excellence and a place of
j $3i5 wab‘ ath-hu maqamam distinction, and exalt him to
“ N mahmuda nilladhi a position of glory, which

ey .. wa‘attah You have promised him.



Chapter 9

ADHAN ON OTHER
OCCASIONS

Itis customary among Muslims to call Adhan at the following
special occasions and instances:

1)  When a baby is born it is commendable to call Adhan in a
soft voice. The Adhan is called in the baby S rlght ear and
the Iqamah is called in left ear.

2)  Calling Adhan can be soothing when one is in grief or
~ suffering from pain.

3) It may help to call Adhan when one has lost his way in a
journey and no one is around to give directions.
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Chapter 10

IQAMAH 34

After Adhan, enough time is given for Muslims to prepare
themselves and assemble in the Masjid for the Fard Salah. When the
Muslims are assembled in the Masjid, Iqamah is recited. Muslims
start standing up and lining up for Salah behind the Imam at the call
ofthe Igamah.

Igamabh in arabic language means to “stand up.” Iqamabh is an
announcement made by a Mu’adh-dhin by using certain prescribed
Kalimat to signal the Muslims about the start of the Fard Salzh in a
congregation. Iqamah is a second call for the Fard Salah. Iqamah is
commonly called “Takbir”.

Iqamah is called before the begining of all the five daily Fard
Salawat and the weekly Slat-ul-Jumu‘ah. However, Igamah 1s not
called for Salat-ul-‘Idayn, Nafl Salawat, and W3ajib Salawat. After
the Iq@mah is called, the Imam begins to lead the congregation for
Fard Salah. '
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Chapter 11
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The Kalimat oflgamah are as follows:

KalimatofIqamah

&g
& 4

Transliteration

Alldhu Akbar
Allghu Akbar
Allgdhu Akbar

Allahu Akbar

Ashhadu
Alla-ilahaillallah

Ashhadu
Alla-ilzha illallah

Ashhadu anna

Mohammadarrastlullah

Ashhaduanna ‘
Muhammadar rasalullah

Hayya ‘alas-Salah
Hayya “alas-Salah
Hayya ‘alal-Falah
Hayya “alal-Falah
Qad Qamatis Salﬁh
Qad Qamatis Salah
AllahuAkbar

Allalu Akbar

Liilahaillal 1ah

THE KALIMAT OF IQAMAH

English Meaning

Allah is the Greatest
Allah isthe Greatest
Allah isthe Greatest

Allah isthe Greatest

I bear witness that
there is no god but
Allah

I bear witness that
there is no god but
Allah

I bear witness that
Muhammad isAllah’s
messenger

I bear witnessthat
Muhammad isAllah’s
messenger

Rush to the prayer
Rush tothe prayer
Rush to the success
Rush to the success
The Salah has begun
The Salah has begun
Allahisthe Greatest
Allah isthe Greatest
There isno god but Allah



Chapter 12 |

-METHOD_OF CALLING
IQAMAH

'Iqamah is called by a Mu’adh-dhin from inside the Masjid. He
callsIqamah as the Muslim congregation gets ready to perform Fard
Salah led by an Imam. The Mu’adh-dhin stands right behind the
Imam and calls Iqgamah facing the Ka‘bah. Igamabh is called fluently
in softer tone (voice),

The Kalimat of Iqamah are similar to those of Adhan except
that “Qad Qamatis Salah, Qad Qamatis Salah”meaning “The Salah
has begun, the Salah has begun,” are recited after Hayya’alal Falah.
It is not necessary to raise hands to the ear or turn face to the right or
left while calling Igamah. '

The Muslim who calls Adhan should normally call Iqamah
also. However, if he is not present, or he permits, any other Muslim
may call Ig@mah. There is no Nafl or Sunnah prayer after Iqamah.
Only the Fard Salah for which the Iqamah is called is prayed after the
call of Iqgamah.




Chapter 13

RESPONDING TO THE

IQAMAH

When the Mu’adh-dhin starts calling quman the Muslim listeners start
responding to the call in two ways:

1) by deeds

2) by words

Responding to the [gamah by deeds involves standing up and lining up
behind the Imam for performing the Fard Salah in the Masjid.

Responding to the Iqgamah by words involves repeating silently the
Kalimat of'the Iqaniah except when:

a) The Mu’adh-dhin says: “Hayya “alas Salah’ and “Hayya *alal
Falah,” the listeners should say:

“La haula wa la quwwatalla billah”

Arabic Kalimat -Transliteration English Meaning
gy e . Lahaula wa ld quwwati Thereis no moveor
S L "ilig billah power exceptby Allah

a) The Mu’adh-dhin says: “Qad Qamatis,” the listners should say:

“Aqamahallahu wa Adamaha” Galsi; Al Al
Arabic Kalimat Transliteration English Meaning
AR At \gathl Aqamahallahhu wa May Allah keep it

Adamaha " established forever
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LET US LEARN TO CALL

ADHAN






